Abstract.
Introduction
In his study of the religion and politics of Paisleyism, Steve Bruce makes it clear that the increased popularity of Ian Paisley's religious message and Free Presbyterian Church had begun in the years before the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Campaign of between O'Neill's liberal unionism and Paisley's resistance; Walker emphasises the class dimension to these divisions (Bruce: 1986 : 89, Walker: 2004 
The political context of 1966
The challenges which the mid-1960's posed for unity within Ulster Unionism were unprecedented, as the existing historiography demonstrates (Mulholland, 2000; Bew and Patterson, 1996; Sayers, 1995) . This article seeks to deepen our understanding of the debates within Unionism at that time. The extent of the challenges facing Unionist unity was epitomised in a speech to the Unionist Party He congratulated the Unionist community on its tolerance in relation to the 1916
Easter Rising Anniversary celebrations of that year which he argued had disabled a renewed IRA campaign. In addition he also urged resilience in the face of various attacks:
We can expect to face -as indeed we have already faced -attacks upon our constitutional position. They will come from within:-from those who speak constantly of their rights but never of their obligations; from those who consider it normal to demand every advantage which our State confers, while refusing to concede it a minimum duty of allegiance… Attacks may also come from without:-from those in Great Britain -fortunately quite unrepresentative of British opinion as whole -who listen too readily to our enemies, and who ignore the evidence of Ulster's loyalty given on the battlefields of two World Wars….We can expect attacks from those in the South who cannot stomach the plain fact of our existence…In the long term, there is no future in a modern democracy for the advocates of extreme courses…sooner rather than later, the great mass of people seek a middle ground. I believe it also to be true that there is little future today for a Party whose appeal is exclusive…we have got to behave sensibly here at home. It is a sad fact that the announcement of a new factory for Northern Ireland employing 3,000 will receive far less notice in the popular press of the world than some incident whose very idiocy ensures a massive headline. with dislike and distaste, but the Government was not prepared to impose a blanket ban on them in the light of the external scrutiny to which they felt themselves to be subject in the wake of a new Labour Government at Westminster. During the elections the Unionist establishment had been happy to wave the spectre of danger from the 1916 celebrations at their supporters. They assumed however that the spectral genie could be put back in the bottle when elections no longer required standard Unionist horror-tales. Ian Paisley was however to demonstrate that the Unionist party leadership no longer had a monopoly on such tales, nor was their duration and potency at the leadership's command.
A number of unionist contributors to debates on the Easter commemoration in the Northern Ireland House of Commons made a case for the tolerance necessary in a modern state and the rights of minorities to express their allegiances, however repugnant. It perturbs me that irresponsible elements are allowed to damage our image abroad. I appreciate that in any community there are a certain number of highly unbalanced fanatics, especially in the religious field. Events seem to prove that here they are more mentally sick than anywhere else.
The time has come when a certain person who uses the collar of religion and mistakes his brand of religion for Christianity should be brought to book. It is time the Government did something about this if we are to have a peaceful and prosperous country. From this day on we declare war against the IRA and its splinter groups.
Known IRA men will be executed mercilessly and without hesitation…Property will not be exempted in any action taken. We are heavily armed in this cause control, but they cannot be everywhere at the right time and they have many other commitments.
It seems to me that there is an urgent necessity for all persons in positions of authority to use all their influence to bring about a lowering of the temperature by pointing out on every suitable opportunity the dangers which exists and persuading those over whom they have influence to put the interests of the country first and to curb any words or actions which would have an inflammatory effect.
The more interesting comments as to where the 'threat to peace' originated followed:
While there is always the IRA and its splinter groups in the background ready to seize any opportunity to disturb the peace, the fact is that an equal or even greater threat is posed at present by extremist Protestant groups, many of whom are members of loyalist organisations.
These are the people whom it may be possible to reach at meetings of the Loyal Orange Order and other similar bodies, and it may be that leaders of Protestant Churches could also play their part before it is too late. In the event of it having to revert to the use of force, it would be almost entirely dependent on the main supply of arms being provided from secret sources and sympathisers in the Ulster Special Constabulary and Crown Forces.
The militant sections' activities have been conducted so secretly that great difficulty is being experienced in establishing the true details as to their exact manpower and armaments. It is reasonable to assume that they can call on several hundred men to take up arms should the occasion arise for such drastic action. It is evident from the public speeches and utterances from the Paisleyite platforms that they have no regard for either the Government or the Royal Ulster Constabulary. Paisley and his clique gave every indication that they have no intention of relaxing their efforts to bring down the Government and speed the removal of His Excellency
The Governor, Lord Erskine, from Northern Ireland.
The threat from the IRA then, according to this analysis, was an indirect one and it was clearly felt that if the activities and strength of this extremist Protestant movement could be curtailed so too would the threat from the IRA be neutralised:
The Police are fully aware that the IRA are busy operating behind the scene in getting members of their organisation to cause the occasional type of incident which will help to create a deeper sense of sectarian feeling throughout the Province. When the IRA think the time is ripe they will step in and open another campaign of violence in Northern Ireland. The present political unrest is playing into the hands of the IRA and will provide them with an excuse to take action against the 'forces of occupation' and then claim they are protecting the Irish people.
In an appendix to the letter of 20 June Kennedy gave precise information which he claimed was available to the RUC at that time as to the members and organisation We are confronted by terrible acts which have shown no mercy to youth, no respect for old age….Information which has come to hand in the last few days make it clear that the safety of law-abiding citizens is threatened by a very dangerous conspiracy…This we cannot and will not tolerate…Let no one imagine that there is any connection whatever between men who were ready to die for the country on the fields of France, and a sordid conspiracy of criminals prepared to take up arms against unprotected citizens (News Letter, 29 from that organisation (Garland, 2001: 66-7 ). Spence's claim that members of the Unionist Party were key to the UVF, particularly in the Shankill, is partly confirmed by Bailie's letter referred to above.
xxi Spence also claims that "the brains behind this UVF were even at cabinet level" (Garland, 2001: 62) . one of Paisley's associates, Noel Doherty (1986: 140) . Doherty was sentenced to two years in prison for his part in a conspiracy to procure arms for the UVF. Paisley escaped arrest in relation to this offence because the Attorney General felt a charge could not be sustained (Moloney and Pollak, 1986: 141) . Doherty was a close colleague of Paisley's. He had joined Paisley's church in 1956. In 1964 Paisley selected him as one of four 'Protestant Unionist' candidates in the Belfast corporation election. Doherty had not only worked at the publication and printing of the Protestant Telegraph but had also suggested the establishment of the Ulster Defence Constitution Committee in April 1966 (Boutlon, 1973: 31, 34 ). Moloney and Pollak have also referred to statements made by Hugh McClean, a member of the UVF in Belfast, who was convicted in connection with the Malvern Street killings in 1966. During questioning McClean expressed remorse at having listened to Paisley and at allowing himself to become involved with the UVF (Moloney and Pollak, 1986: 138) , though he subsequently retracted this and stated that he had been 'verballed' by the RUC (See Garland, 2001: 67) . Clifford Smyth has also intimated a connection between Paisley and the UVF, again because of his association with Doherty (Smith, 1987: 17) . He has cast doubt over Paisley's denials that he did not know about Doherty's actions and more generally those of the UVF (Smith, 1987: 18) . Dennis Cooke has referred to the fact that some of the individuals, for example Billy Spence, who were key to the formation of the UVF in 1966 had been closely associated with Paisley though their membership of the Ulster Protestant Volunteers which became a subsidiary to the Ulster Constitution Defence Association (Cooke, 1996: 147-8) . Patrick Marrinan again points to the fact that Paisley acted as chauffeur to Doherty on his visit to the house of a Free Presbyterian, Robert Murdock, in Portadown where the discussion about the procurement of gelignite took place in questioning Paisley's denials of involvement (Marrinan, 1973: 98-101) . Not only has Paisley denied any connection with the violence of the UVF but so too have those who were members of the UVF in that period (Moloney and Pollak, 1986: 139; Garland, 2001: 66-7) . Bruce has cast doubt on the link between Paisley and the UVF. He has down-played the relationship between Paisley and those few in the Free Presbyterian Church and the Ulster Protestant Volunteers who were prepared to commit crimes to achieve their aims (Bruce, 1986: 80) . However, the close relationship between Paisley and Doherty, for example, has already been referred to above. Bruce has further questioned the credibility of informers who claimed such a link between the UVF and Paisley and pointed to the fact that a jury decided not to accept their testimony (1986: 79). Bruce has also highlighted the statements by Spence denying any connection between Paisley and the UVF (1986: 80-1).
